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is not discharging its duty as a university, there is a way to 
address that, other than taking a sham piece of legislation to 
give the impression that now we're helping rural Nebraska. 
That's why the rural people need to send people down to this 
Legislature who are going to do something of value and not play 
political games and say let me pass a bill so I can say when I 
run for election this is what I did. And yet nothing of 
substance comes from it. You all vote for those Union Pacific 
bills, you vote for LB 775 bills, and they don't help you. Then 
to show how dumb they think you are, like the Union Pacific 
bill, they way, well. Senator Vrtiska, looky here what you can 
do out there in rural Nebraska. If you can get this much money 
and a company willing to do this, you get some slack. And you 
know no company is going to come out there. Not...I'm just 
using Senator Vrtiska because he was looking at me. These bills 
don't help rural Nebraska, or the people in rural Nebraska are 
so dumb that with all of this help that you've gotten from 
LB 775 and all these other economic development bills, all 
you've been able to do is squander that opportunity, and now 
you're coming for more. You're losing population. You're
losing businesses. Farms are going under. Well, do you know 
what the problem is? Nebraska is so backwards and its people 
are so unwilling to face the necessity to change that they're 
trying to use eighteenth century tactics to survive in the 
twenty-second century, or whichever one this one is. Senator 
Landis, which century is this, twenty-first century? 
Twenty-first century. Thank you, Senator Landis. I've been 
around my rural colleagues too long. I even lose track of the 
century that I'm in because I'm listening to the kind of 
discussions that we have. Now why, if the rural people are 
going to wage a battle on this floor, don't they wage it for 
something that is worth something? You keep telling us, just 
give us something that we can say...shows that we were down 
there, but it has no substance. And when it's done, nothing has 
changed for the better. You all have enough votes. If you
function as a block to get something out of this Legislature, 
and if it's possible through legislation, to revitalize rural 
Nebraska you could do it. But do you know what you do? Well, I 
got a bill but I don't want to antagonize anybody b o  I'm not 
going to put that in it. And that which you don't want to put 
in it is the very thing that would make it have meaning. Well,
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